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MARIA ALEJANDRA CARDONA Los Angeles Times 


MARIA FLORES Alvarado, center, hugs her mother-in-law, Salud Fernandez. The visit was made possible 
by a program in Mexico that helps parents secure tourist visas to see children living illegally in the U.S. 


After decades apart, 
families are reunited 


Mexican program helps aging parents visit the U.S. 


By ANDREA CASTILLO 


The round, wrinkled woman who 
stepped off the bus was not the 
mother Victor Castillo remembered 
leaving behind when he packed up his 
things 20 years ago and left their small 
Mexican town. 

In his memory she was still 56, 
strong and slim. Now at 76, Albertina 
Garcia Ruiz had a fuller belly, a bad 
knee and wore her curly hair cropped 
short. Castillo took his mother by the 
arm and led her to meet her grandchil- 
dren. 

“Ilove you,” he told her. “I’m so glad 
you’re here with us.” 

In late January, 48 such mothers 
and fathers from the town of Nueva 


Prosecutors 1n 
rap mogul’s case 
draw criticism 


Italia arrived in Los Angeles. Some 
hadn’t seen their children in three dec- 
ades. 

Their visit was made possible by a 
program run by the government ofthe 
Mexican state of Michoacan that 
helps aging parents reunite with their 
children who have lived in the U.S. il- 
legally for more than 10 years. 

Castillo, 47, and his wife immi- 
grated to California from Nueva Italia 
in 1998 to work and start a family. He 
now runs a landscaping business in 
Orange County. 

His three children — two boys ages 
19 and 14, and a 2-year-old girl — knew 
their grandmother only through pho- 
tos and phone calls. As he and his 
mother walked up to the rest of the 
family, Garcia Ruiz let go of her son’s 


arm to place akiss on the cheek ofeach 
grandchild. 

“I can hardly believe it,” Castillo 
said. “Twenty years. Can you imag- 
ine?” 

The program, called Palomas Men- 
sajeras, which means “carrier pi- 
geons,” helps Mexican parents older 
than 60 apply for a passport and a 
tourist visa. Gilberto Cobian Cervan- 
tes, director of migrant affairs for the 
Mugica municipality in Michoacan, 
said the process can be long and com- 
plicated, especially for older people 
from rural towns. 

Other Mexican states, including 
Zacatecas, Puebla and Hidalgo, op- 
erate similar programs. Cobian Cer- 
vantes said the Michoacan program 

[See Reunions, A7] 
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Dow dives 


L175 points, 


wiping out 
2018 gains 


Growing fear of rising 
interest rates triggers 
the rout. Aerospace, 
energy and tech are 
among biggest losers. 


By JAMES F. PELTZ 


The Dow Jones industrial 
average plunged a record 
1,175 points, or 4.6%, on Mon- 
day as a sell-off in the stock 
market gained momentum 
less than two weeks after the 
market set record highs. 

The percentage drop in 
the Dow, the famed average 
of 30 blue-chip stocks, was 
well below its record single- 
day drop of 22.6% on Oct. 19, 
1987, because stock prices 
have soared in the decades 
since then. 

There was no discount- 
ing the damage Friday and 
again Monday. The Dow has 
now tumbled 8.5% since re- 
aching a record high Jan. 26, 
wiping out its gains so far 
this year. 

Although Wall Street is 
increasingly concerned 
about rising interest rates, 
there was no major news 
Monday that sparked the 
latest drop and, early in the 
session, the market tried to 
rally from its big setback Fri- 
day, when the Dow tumbled 
666 points, or 2.5%. 

But when the rally fiz- 
zled, investor confidence in 
stock prices quickly turned 
sour again. And with the 
market still sitting on major 
gains for the last 12 months, 
investors effectively threw in 
the towel for at least one day 
and resumed heavy selling 
to cash in their profits. 

The Dowat one point was 

[See Stocks, A6] 


Aggressive tactics 
raise civil liberty 
concerns, experts say. 


By JAMES QUEALLY 


As aseries of contentious 
court hearings for Marion 
“Suge” Knight came to a 
close, a Los Angeles County 
judge peered over his glasses 
at a prosecutor. 

It had been a long few 
weeks for the former hip-hop 
juggernaut — and virtually 
anyone in his orbit. 

Two attorneys who have 
represented Knight at vari- 
ous times since he was 
charged with murder had 
been arrested, then 
released. Knight’s fiancee 
was in jail, accused of violat- 


ing the terms of a plea deal 
from when she was charged 
with selling a key piece ofevi- 
dence to TMZ. Now, the 
prosecutor was alleging that 
another of Knight’s attor- 
neys might have helped him 
violate a court order. 

“It seems like anyone who 
represents Mr. Knight will 
come under scrutiny,” Supe- 
rior Court Judge Craig Rich- 
man said. 

As Knight’s murder trial 
approaches, prosecutors 
and Sheriff’s Department 
investigators have taken aim 
attherapimpresario’s attor- 
neys, his associates and even 
apair ofjournalists makinga 
documentary about the 
iconic record label he co- 
founded prior to his fall from 
hip-hop royalty. 

Law enforcement offi- 

[See Knight, A10] 


WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times 
A BIRD electric scooter at Colorado Avenue and 5th Street in Santa Monica. The 
city has welcomed the lightweight matte black conveyances — sort of. 


Electric scooters find 
some paths of resistance 


IRFAN KHAN Los Angeles Times 


MARION “Suge” Knight attends a hearing in L.A. 
court Thursday. His murder trial is to begin in April. 


ROBIN ABCARIAN Monica Pier. Theyhavebeen state of California as laid 
spotted as far away as Los out in a criminal complaint 
The Birds Angeles International Air- by Santa Monica against 
landed in port and West Hollywood. Bird Rides Inc....orjusta 
September. Each evening after dark, hell of alot of fun. 

Since they are scooped up, taken Last week, I opened the 
then, the away to be recharged. Bird app and located a 
lightweight Depending onyour point scooter on 30th Place, an 
matte black of view, the Bird fleet is an alley around the corner from 
electric environmentally sound, my house in Venice. It was 
scooters have become as inexpensive way to go “the parked at someone’s back 
ubiquitous on the streets of last mile” between public gate. 

Santa Monica and Veniceas transit and your destina- While I unlocked the 
skateboards and bicycles. tion, an annoying impedi- scooter, I spied ayoung 

Each morning, as ifby ment to pedestrians who woman walking toward me. 
magic, hundreds of them have to dodge them on As soon as she saw me with 


materialize between 5 and 6. 
Ihave seen Birds perched 
on sidewalks, in alleys, in 
front ofrestaurants, on the 
Venice canals, at the Santa 


sidewalks, a safety night- 
mare, atantalizing toy for 
teenagers too young to 
legally rent them, acrime 
against the people ofthe 


the scooter, she turned and 
walked away. Ha, I thought, 
beat ya toit! 
I pushed off, thumbed 
[See Abearian, A7] 


Big sell-off 


Jan. 26 
26,616.71 —® 


l 
Jan. 2, 2018 
24,824.01 


Feb. 5 
24,345.75 -® 


Source: FactSet 
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Ivory 
activist 
fatally 
stabbed 


Conservationist 
famed for his risky 
work dies in Kenya. 


By ROBYN DIXON 


JOHANNESBURG, 
South Africa — Renowned 
American conservation in- 
vestigator Esmond Bradley 
Martin, famed for his dan- 
gerous work uncovering il- 
legal global trafficking of 
ivory and rhino horn, was 
stabbed to death over the 
weekend at his home in Ken- 
ya, the latest in a series of 
killings of high-profile envi- 
ronmental activists around 
the world. 

Police told local media 
the case was believed to be a 
robbery, though they did not 
make any arrests or identify 
any suspects. Authorities 
said a lock on the back gate 
of his house had been bro- 
ken. 

Bradley Martin, 75, was 
known for his work infiltrat- 
ing clandestine ivory and 
rhino horn markets, analyz- 
ing demand and prices fora 
product that has threatened 
elephants and rhinoceros 
with extinction. 

“He was probably the sin- 
gle most knowledgeable per- 
son about both the ivory and 
rhino horn trade. He devel- 
oped the methodology that 
many people use now,” said 
Kenya-based American Dan 
Stiles, a wildlife trade expert 
and friend who had worked 
with Bradley Martin on re- 

[See Kenya, A4] 


GOP memo 
drama heats up 


A House committee 
approves the release of 
a Democratic rebuttal 
as both sides dig in for 
a fight. NATION, A5 


Is there room 
for giant rocket? 
SpaceX’s long-awaited 
Falcon Heavy is being 


launched in a changed 
market. BUSINESS, Ci 


Weather 
Warm and sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 75/55. B6 
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